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Neutrality

» In the beginning the United States wanted ,go remain neutral.
AN

» The war was happening in Europe. S é\q

» Woodrow Wilson was re- elected 11916216 >>0n the slogan

“He kept us out of the wq\r @Q’




THE DAILY MISSOURIAN

COLLUMEIA, SISSOURL, FRIDAY EVENENG. APRIL & 1907 - NUMBIR

1 wa
- B Grven Rig.

SALSTLSSS e ot sondun pasrd by the Hone st Senate de-
The e e o -

L i
e — -

o - - Ao -

dZ’Q'2> 1917-1918

The é&ﬁited States Entry Into
¥ WWI




What pulled America into the
War

&

Unlimited Submarine (u-boat) wa faref)

>
The sinking of the Lusitania \0& <

British passenger ship car{yMnencan citizens

May 7, 1915- The shlp,ls t&%edoed by a German U-boat
» 124 Americans d §

vV v v Vv

» Sunk because gaggermans believe it is carrying war
supplies ,0«

» Sussex Plegiﬁ is broken

» The Zimmerman Telegram



Unlimited Submarine (u-boat)
warfare

>

AN
» According to international law civilia‘g{%ips must be
warned before sinking - allowi ?’Q‘Z’passengers to

escape to safety. L2 on
XS
» Germany was not doing l'gﬂésl\\



The Sinking of the Lusitania

N
C
» British passenger liner that set sail erI‘%\ New York

carrying American citizens. C\szr

» It was sunk without warmngz\\d?lcgaay 7, 1915 off the
coast of Ireland

> 1,198 lost; 128 US c1tlgensd)

» Germans claimed ‘gymtama was carrying contraband
(war materials: g%s, ammunition...)




William Jennings Bryan- Secretary o

o
» “Expressions of regret and offer{céf\ r‘é%aration in the case
of the destruction of neutral s%l"ﬁ:p unk by mistake, while
they may satisfy internatioQa Qb gations, if no loss of life
results, cannot justify or eéxcgse a practice, the natural and
necessary effect of whi¢h jsto subject neutral nations and

neutral persons to new an immeasurable risks.”
S
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» “The Imperial (?;\?”man government will not expect the
government o ‘he United States to omit any word or any
act necess o the performance of its sacred duty of
maintaining the rights of the United States and its citizens
and of safeguarding their free exercise and enjoyment.”




RESULT of the Sinking of the
Lusitania

>
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» Germany despite promises sunk a otg\eqa ship - The
Sussex, killing 2 Americans \0& QY
» President Wilson protested &%&‘Pnany issued the
Sussex Pledge - not “to siftksmerchant or passenger ships
without warning anci@ \@tg t saving human lives”
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Anti-War Sentiment at home

X
S
NS .
» News of the brutal » Presidéntial Election of
trench warfare in :19@"’
Europe leads many UsS Q\%\O)Q\ Sitting President
Americans to protest @~ Woodrow Wilson runs his
involvement in Europe & campaign with the
despite Lusitania Q & slogan “He kept us out
. . O ”
incident \(@'\Q\ of the war
Q@& é& » Wins reelection with his
d&\q} neutrality stance
>
&
N » Has the US actually been

neutral since the war
has started though?




Sussex Pledge

» The Sussex Pledge broken: February @|917 Germany
continued unlimited submarme@v




Zimmerman Telegram

>
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» March 1917 The Zimmermann telggr%n‘r)released
0

» If the U.S. entered War againg;‘%egtral Powers, Mexico
should attack the U.S. and Q@cgﬁfe as a reward: Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizonass >

*AMERICANS WERE OUTRAGED!!!




p. CELED TELEGRAM RECEIVED.
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From 2nd from London # 5747.

“¥e intend to begin on the first of February
unrestricted submarine warfare.,-We ehall sndeavow
in splte of this to keep tned@ﬁitud Btates of
america neutrael. Inc§F§ qﬁiﬁt of this not succeed-
ing, we make Haxic2>a g?upnaal of alliance on the
following basis Q\ma@? war together, make peace
together, gen uu@krinanclal gupport and an under=
gtanding un&uuﬁjsart that Mexico 1s to reconguer
the lﬂEEg& Qritury in Texas, New Mexico, and
;rlzuqﬁ\ e settlement in detall is left to you.
Yo <§2{1 intorm the Presldent of the above most .

B :\Qay 88 soon a8 the outbreak of war with the
ue@ked 8tates of Americe 18 certain and add the
qgﬁg egtion that he should, on hle own initiative,
3@* Japan to immediate edherence and at the same

time mediate betwesen Japan and ourselves. Pleasge
call the President's attention to the fact that
the ruthless employment of our submarines now
offera the prospect of compelling England in &
tew months to make pesce.” Slrned, £ST00 R0 AM.




To the German Minister to Mexico

Berlin, January 19, 1917

On the first of February we intend to begin submarine warfare un
spite of this, it is our intention to endeavour to keep neutral the

of America.
If this attempt is not successful, we propos& an alliance on the foll
with Mexico: That we shall make warigog@ther and together make
shall give general financial suppoﬁ §1d it is understood that Mex
reconquer the lost territory in New Xico, Texas, and Arizona. The
left K‘N? for settlement...

You are instructed to inform(the President of Mexico of the above i
greatest confidence as sg%\\&\és it is certain that there will be an outb
war with the United S,ga\tg@ and suggest that the President of Mexico,

own initiative, shou municate with Japan suggesting adherence a
to this plan; at the sa@qe time, offer to mediate between Germany and J
Please call to the ntion of the President of Mexico that the employme
ruthless submarin@ warfare now promises to compel England to make p
a few months.

Zimmermann
(Secretary of State)



Ludendorff’s Offensive
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» Final German Offensingb;i&a?ck
» March-April 1918  .° ¢

NN
» All out German agté\d?in the attempt
to capture Paris. (<

» American trg s arrive and provide aid
for the ailg',&igBritish and French troops

> Germans&&;@opped about 75 miles from
Paris .2

» About 270,000 German causalities




100 Days Offensive

>
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» Allied counter-offensive 3 é\Q
0
» Allies simply outmatch and o%tﬁﬁ&us%le the weakened
German troops & eo,

» Germans are pushed bacRQﬁto German territory

» Germany no longer a@l@‘t\fo launch a successful offensive
attack r&




America Declares War
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» April 2, 1917 3 BN
o
» President Wilson asked Congrg@ for a declaration of war
KA
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*April &@1‘&7 US Congress decla
war!!

-WW’I course changes and Germ
routed




