


What countries are the three
prominent world powers?

m Identify the 3 countries that are world powers? >

N
NS,
m What factors do the 3 countries share i%fé:aagﬁnon?
\

m What role does geography play i@Q:O@ntry’s establishment as
a world power? “ \QJ
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Nicholas Spykman (1893-1943)

m Dutch-American political geographer ’5'\'
D
m Develops the Rimland Theory ’O'QS2®'

m Largely draws on and extends M%@&@r s Heartland Theory

m Geography is the most fundax& \I factor in foreign policy
because it is the most per@ane . Spykman

m Even more important ] \‘Re size of a state, is location, both in

the world and in a t'{c ar region.Spykman
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S o, what is the Rimland?

m The Rimland plays on the terms already developed by Mackinder

m Mackinder refers to the Heartland, Inner Crescent, an World
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m Spykman and wl'uch has 3 sections: the
European Coastlan ab Middle Eastern Desert land, and the
Asiatic Monsoon
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Spykman’s Premise

m He controls the rimland controls Eurasia and haé@ho controls

Eurasia controls the world. \(\A

DR
m He argued that the power of the hea@and%ould be kept in

check by the peripheral rimland. C@

m By forming alliances along th%ﬂand the members can
contain the heartland. &~ S
\

m Coastal areas or the&ﬁ‘@@nd has the advantage because of
the population, reééhxées and access to sea.
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Mackinder vs Spykman

m Mackinder asserts that Eastern Europe is destine to gain
control of the world due to its control of the hear\g\@’hd.
O
m Spykman asserts that rimland States lk&?@n, Great Britain
and China would likely become supe gwgrs because of their
greater contact with the outside w&%

0‘

<
m Mackinder thought countries lée gré&ﬁstralia and the Americas
were insignificant as they were t a part of the world island;
therefore they were no’t& @@S \(e\ﬁ’lal to world dominance.
m Spykman saw the &ldﬁconsisting of two great landmasses,
Eurasia and No rica & three islands, South America,
Africa, and Austraiia. He realized that
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Spykman’s Division of the World

m Spykman divided most states into three types:
m ‘landlocked states,” \.
m ‘island states,”

m ‘States that have both land and sea frontiers., "QA
@QQ‘b
m Spykman asserted that landlocked stg@ usually faced security

problems from their immediate nei <°

m Island states normally faced pcgenq\i pressure from other naval
powers, but if they are offsh Q&ld states (Great Britain and
J apan) they could also fac (@Qs g)u.nty problems from nearby coastal
powers.

m States with both lan @hd ea frontiers determined their security
based on several{g% 1nclud.m the extent of their sea and land
frontiers and the p r potent1a1 of their immediate or nearby

neighbors.
&
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Spykman’s Conclusions

m Spykman realized that nations acted based on &1{@\& geography.

O\
m Spykman realized that all states have a,b@a&’ncy to expand.
\

m He also realized this was true of a powers and land
powers, and that shifts in the ]qelarg@ f power would change
the dynamics of geopolitics. sfore the heartland could not

remain a constant seat Mn
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What does this final quote by
Spykman mean?

m ‘States, cannot escape their geography. Howe\(g@\s'ki]led the
Foreign Office, and however resourceful Q:té; Q&eral Staff. A
state’s foreign policy must reckon with gg phic facts. It can
deal with them skillfully or ineptly; it 8&1 modify them; but it

cannot ignore them. For geograp@'%g%§ not argue. It simply
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